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Shoddy 
An exhibition in Leeds by disabled artists, in April 2016. 

 

These artists were in the Shoddy exhibition in Leeds in April 2016: 

Andrew Towse and  

Anne-Marie Atkinson, 

Aoife O’Rourke, 

Becky Fawcett, 

Bradford Textiles Group, 

Carrie Scott Huby, 

Faye Waple, 

Gemma Nash and Jennifer 

Bryant, 

Katy White, 

Katya Robin, 

Kirsty Hall, 

Lesley Illingworth, 

Mow, 

Natalia Sauvignon, 

Pyramid of Arts, 

Sandy Holden, 

Specialist Autism Services 

Wednesday Textile Group, 

Vickie Orton. 

 

Gill Crawshaw organised the exhibition. 
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The word Shoddy can mean different things.  

The oldest meaning of shoddy 
is a type of material made from 
waste and rags. It is an old type 
of recycling. 

Not many people know this 
meaning. Now people think 
shoddy means shabby, bad 
quality or rubbish. 

 
 

Shoddy is a good name for an 
exhibition by disabled artists. The 
exhibition said that disabled 
people are not shoddy or bad 
quality. But the way the 
government treats disabled 
people is shoddy. The 
government is cutting disabled 
people’s benefits and support. 

 

The artists in the exhibition made 
art about the different meanings 
of shoddy.  

 
There are pictures of their art in 
this booklet. 
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Shoddy cloth was invented in 

West Yorkshire in 1813. The 

place where it was invented is in 

between Batley and Morley. 

Most people say that shoddy 

was invented in Batley. Other 

people say it was invented in 

Morley. 

Lots of other towns started 

making shoddy, especially in 

West Yorkshire. There used to 

be 36 shoddy mills in Morley. 

There were lots more mills in 

West Yorkshire. Shoddy was 

made into lots of different things, 

like army uniforms and blankets. 

 

Shoddy is a textile. Textile is another word for cloth or fabric made 

by weaving, knitting or felt. The artists in the exhibition made art 

with textiles.  

A lot of the artists used recycled 

material that might have been 

thrown away instead. This is like 

shoddy cloth which is made by 

recycling scraps that might have 

been thrown away. The scraps 

of material are useful for making 

shoddy. 
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Some people think that disabled 

people can’t be useful. They are 

wrong! The exhibition shows that 

disabled artists make brilliant art. 

It says that disabled people should 

be included and respected. 

The Wednesday Textile Group at 

Specialist Autism Services in 

Leeds made a back-pack for the 

exhibition. It was displayed on a 

tailor’s dummy. It was full of 

labels. Members of the group 

wrote messages on the labels.  

The group said, 

“Sometimes people make negative assumptions and horrible 

judgements about us. This is often based on how we look and 

behave. When you look at our tailor’s dummy you cannot make 

any judgements about what is inside. But when you open the bag 

you will find a kaleidoscope of beautiful labels. The labels show 

our creativity, ideas, knowledge, feelings and truth.” 

A group of students in Bradford 

made a Group Portrait. Everyone 

made a picture about themselves. 

These were joined together on a 

blanket made of shoddy. This was 

hung on the wall. The Group 

Portrait shows the students’ 

personalities, hopes and skills.  
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The Shoddy exhibition happened at 

the same time as the government 

decided to spend less money on 

benefits and support for disabled 

people. This has been going on for 

a few years. Lots of people are 

angry about this.  

 

The government is being shoddy to disabled people. 

The United Nations said that it was very worried about the 

government spending less money on disabled people. 

Disabled people have to do a test 

called the Work Capability 

Assessment before they can get 

benefits.  

This test decides if you can get a 

job.  

Lots of people say that the test is 

unfair and wrong. 

 

This is a bit like the system in the 

1800s. People who didn’t have a job 

had to live in a place called a 

workhouse. These places were 

really tough and horrible. People 

didn’t want to live there. But if they 

didn’t live in the workhouse they 

might have nothing and might starve. 
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Vickie Orton made an artwork for 

the exhibition called The Maze of 

Life. When you are trying to apply 

for support it feels like being stuck 

in a maze.  

One maze is black and white. It is 

full of dead ends. It is difficult and 

frustrating. 

The other maze is bright, shiny 

and colourful.  

The lines of this maze join up.  

This shows that disabled people 

are a useful part of the community.  

It is better to include everyone.  

Everyone helps each other at 

different times of their life. 

Lesley Illingworth made a Story 

Telling Coat.  

The outside of the coat has good 

words that describe disabled 

people, like strength and patience.  

The inside of the coat is different 

though.  

It has MPs’ names and the names 

of disabled people who have died. 

People think they might have died 

because of losing or getting less 

benefits. 
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The Shoddy exhibition looked back at the history of the 1800s. 

This is when shoddy cloth was invented. Life was hard for 

disabled people. Things are different now, but life can still be hard 

for disabled people. 

Carrie Scott Huby made Nests 

out of felt for the exhibition. She 

was thinking about the 1940s.  

During World War 2 and 

afterwards everyone had to 

look after things and not waste 

anything.  

 

Katy White made a short film 

for the exhibition.  

This is a picture from the film. 

It shows someone making felt.  

 

 

 

At the same time as watching 

the film, you could listen to a 

recording of Katy and her 

mum talking. They were 

talking about their family. 

They talked about illness. 

They also talked about 

women’s lives. 
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Katya Robin made silk scarves 

for the exhibition. They are 

colourful and printed with 

pictures of coins.  The scarves 

are like headscarves. 

Headscarves can be cheap or 

expensive. They can make an 

outfit more colourful. 

 

Becky Fawcett sewed poems 

onto her pictures in the 

exhibition. She used old cotton 

from old T-shirts.   

Becky said,  

“Things seen as shoddy can be 

useful. No one should be thrown 

on the scrap heap.” 

 

Sandy Holden also used scraps 

that other people have thrown 

away in her art.  

She used a sewing machine to 

sew patterns onto old plastic. 

The plastic circles were hung up 

and joined together with 

threads. They look like webs. 

This art was called Webs of 

Ambition Too. 
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Two groups from Pyramid of 

Arts made big things for the 

exhibition.  

The High Rise Sensory Group 

made art that hangs down from 

branches.  

Photographs and words show 

what everyone in the group 

enjoys and what they have 

learned. 

The High Rise Visual Arts 

Group weaved plastic bags 

together, like woven material. 

 

Andrew Towse and  

Anne-Marie Atkinson made 

pictures called Dark Light.  

They put cloth, balls of wool and 

other material on a scanner. 

The pictures look like shoddy. 

Andrew said,  

"We put scraps of coloured cloth, silver foil, cotton wool, 

bandages, balls of wool and steel wool onto a scanner. We made 

the room we were in dark. When the light of the scanner came 

down, we moved the scraps on the scanner in different directions 

and different speeds. This makes the picture stripey. We made 

three scans for each picture. We put them together in Photoshop. 

We can see faces in the patterns.”  
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Natalia Sauvignon makes 

sculptures out of felt. 

Sculptures are a kind of art. 

Sculptures are objects instead 

of paintings. 

Natalia puts lots of interesting 

things in her sculptures, like 

shells from the seaside.  

 

Faye Waple made two 

samplers for the exhibition. 

Samplers are pieces of sewing 

or embroidery that show the 

skills of the person who made 

them.  

Faye’s Shoddy Samplers show 

two different meanings of the 

word shoddy. 

Sometimes doctors and other people don’t treat disabled people 

with respect. They might think disabled people need fixing or that 

they shouldn’t have children.  

Gemma Nash and Jenny Bryant 

made a textile sculpture.  

It had a recording of disabled 

women talking.  

They talked about how 

important it is to be able to 

decide for yourself whether to 

have children or not. 
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Kirsty Hall made a sculpture. 

The sculpture is made out of 

255 stones.  

The stones are covered in white 

cotton material.  

There is one stone for each 

month since Kirsty became ill 

in1995.  

 

Aoife O’Rourke also made a 

sculpture.  

The sculpture is a textile shape 

inside a metal cage.  

She is showing the difference 

between people’s personalities 

that they show on the outside 

and how they feel inside.  
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Lots of the artists in the 

exhibition made art about 

disabled people being strong. 

They said disabled people have 

confidence, potential and inner 

strength. The Shoddy exhibition 

celebrates disabled people 

being strong and creative.  

 

Disabled people need to be 

strong to fight for their rights. 

One of the organisations of 

disabled people fighting for 

rights is Disabled People 

Against Cuts (DPAC).  

They organise protests and 

write information.  

You can find out more on their 

website: http://dpac.uk.net/ 

 

You can read about the Shoddy 

exhibition on the website  

https://shoddyexhibition. 

wordpress.com/ 

You can follow Shoddy on 

Twitter @ShoddyArts 
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